
STEM, LGBTQ & You 2026

14:30 - Michael Armstrong - Talk: Monitoring the Quality of TV Subtitles

10:00 - Welcome to STEM, LGBTQ & You 2026 - Avery Cunningham
(Chair) & Rebekah Roebuck (Vice Chair)

15:45 - Eve Armstrong - Workshop: Exploring LGBTQ+ Identities Through
the Natural World

15:00 - Aneurin Hooper - Talk: Transitioning at Work: Navigating the
Journey in Industry

12:00 - Rue Ball - Talk: Doing science for the LGBTQ community

10:30 -Dr. Dominic Galliano - Workshop: Bring ALL of You into Your Talks

10:30 - Namkeen Peshawri  -Talk: STEM, Inclusion, and Trans Visibility

10:15 - ThermoFisher Scientific Introduction - Alex Mao-Cook

11:00 -Dr. Evan Wroe - Talk: Many Hands: Co-creating Queer Science
through a community zine

End of Conference & Social - The Physician, Birmingham B15 3DH

Friday 27st February - 09:30-17:00

9:30 - Sign in opens

13:30 - Lunch Break

11:30 - Break

11:45 - Dr. Evan Wroe - Workshop: A thousand queer science zines! 

15:30 - Break

16:00 - Dr. Robin Hayward - Talk: Bringing identity to science and
engagement

14:30 - Dr. Katherine Holmes - Workshop: Yass, and… STEM-Improv!

12:30 - Keynote Speaker: Poggy Murray Whitham- Talk: Engineering
Equity: The Power of Inclusion Moments

16:30 - oSTEM and Closing Session - Avery Cunningham (Chair) &
Rebekah Roebuck (Vice Chair)

All times in GMT. All sessions 
hybrid except workshops.



Talks



Keynote Speaker: Engineering
Equity: The Power of Inclusion
Moments

advisory positions for organisations such as the Royal Academy
of Engineering, Engineering Council UK, and others. A
professionally accredited engineer by training, Chartered Fellow
of the Chartered Management Institute, and former senior
manager in automation engineering, Poggy works at the
intersection of engineering, construction, manufacturing, and
inclusion, and has been recognised as one of the UK’s Top 100
Manufacturing Professionals and as a National Diversity Awards
finalist from over 85,000 nominations.

Engineering, construction, and manufacturing are facing a mental
health emergency. Research has shown that people working in
these sectors are nearly four times more likely to die by suicide
than the national average. This is a shocking finding that
highlights a culture where silence, stoicism, and fear of
judgement remain deeply embedded, demonstrating how vital it
is that we recognise the importance of psychological safety and
mental wellbeing in these sectors.

Poggy Murray Whitham

Poggy Murray Whitham is a multi-
award-winning DEI expert,
researcher, TEDx and keynote
speaker, currently Director of
OutEngineered and serves in
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In this talk, Poggy explores what these insights mean for
workplace culture across STEM. Drawing on professional and lived
experience, multiple research studies they have led, and stories
from their bestselling book, Inclusion Moments, Poggy shows how
systems thinking and storytelling combine to reveal the everyday
interactions that can shape belonging. Inclusion does not need
grand gestures. It can start in the smallest of moments, and often
the ones we overlook, but ones which define how people show
up, speak up, and stay.

Poggy Murray Whitham

Talk: Monitoring the Quality of TV
Subtitles

Michael armstrong
they/them

Michael is a former research and
development engineer with BBC R&D
who worked on TV accessibility, sound
and video quality along with narrative
structures and interactivity. They have published over 50
industrial and academic papers and is an experienced presenter.
They had a major input into the launch of Freeview and helped
make significant improvements to live television subtitles. After
taking voluntary redundancy they returned to the problem of
poor quality TV subtitles and started to build a system to
monitor subtitle delay and word loss. Michael stopped hiding
their trans* identity around 7 years ago and first attended STEM
LGBTQ & You in 2000. They took redundancy in 2023 to escape
increasing transphobia in the BBC and return to Bristol. They are
also a seasoned cycle campaigner, cactus grower and activist.
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While most TV subtitles in the UK are satisfactory, there are many
times when the subtitles are more than 10 seconds late and
worse, along with times where over 20% of the words are missing.
While there have been considerable improvements in availability
and quality over the past 4 decades, in recent years subtitle
quality seemed to be slipping. This talk will outline my back-
bedroom project to measure television subtitle quality using
open-source and a free speech to text engine. It will work
through some of the challenges encountered, the solutions found
and some sample results. It will then show some of the problems
detected, from subtitles drifting out to over 3 minutes late to
sections of programmes where half the words were missing and
give an overview of where these sorts of problems occur. It will
conclude with some news of recent improvements in subtitle
quality..

Michael armstrong Cont.

Talk: Doing science for the
LGBTQ community

Rue Ball
She/her

Rue Ball is a Clinical Scientist working
at Synnovis in South London. In her
everyday job she assures the quality of 
biochemistry tests for NHS patients, and advises other healthcare
staff about how to use and interpret them. Rue also does research
to improve how hospital labs care for trans and non-binary
people, including the world's largest study of normal blood test
results in trans volunteers, and a forthcoming study about
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diagnosing prostate cancer in trans women and non-binary people
with a prostate.

Rue's interactive talk will discuss how science can address the needs
of the LGBTQ community, using her experience researching, teaching
and caring for trans and gender diverse people and their bodies.

Rue Ball cont.

Talk: Bringing identity to science
and engagement

Working at the University of Leeds, Robin supports the creation
and communication of new biodiverse woodlands across the
north of England, drawing from a background in rainforest
restoration research and retrospectively valuable procrastination
online. Working independently, Robin performs science shows,
trains researchers in public engagement, and designs nature-
inspired pride pins. Having learnt from past successes, they still
spend a lot of time procrastinating online. 

This talk will explore the role of identity in the way that we
conduct and communicate science, drawing from Robin's
personal experiences in the field and from their work to create an
LGBTQ+ inclusive toolkit for safe and equitable fieldwork.

Dr Robin Hayward

Dr Robin Hayward is a science
communicator, designer, and
ecologist, specialising in the realms
of trees and forests. 

they/them
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Talk: Many Hands: Co-creating
Queer Science through a
community zine 

Dr Evan Wroe
he/they

Evan (he/they) is a
biophotoelectrochemist, folk musician 

solarpunk writer. He spends his days looking at cyanobacteria
under the microscope, trying to understand how and why they
share electricity, and his nights thinking about what else we could
learn from them about how to live together well. Recently they’ve
been wondering what queer science could be, making zines and
digging in seedlings at the local community farm.

Inspired by a previous STEM, LGBTQ and You conference, me and
my friend/colleague comrade Robin Scullion began thinking about
what Queer Science meant… Was it just Queer People Doing
Science? Or was there something more to it? We had loads of
ideas, and it turns out so did our queer friends and colleagues in
and around science. So we did what any self-respecting queer
with a big question and no clear way to answer it would do: we
made a zine. Here we analyse the zine in form and content, and
identify themes, common threads, synergies and frictions that
arose from contributions to the zine. We find that respondents
hold diverse, complementary and contradictory ideas about what
Queer Science could be.
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Talk: STEM, Inclusion, and Trans
Visibility

gender equality, social inclusion, and community resilience. She
has held leadership and technical roles with international
organizations including the World Health Organization (WHO), GIZ,
IRC, UNDP, and UNICEF, contributing to policy implementation,
protection programming, and safeguarding systems. Her research
and advocacy work focuses on the intersection of climate
change and gender in Pakistan, examining how environmental
crises disproportionately impact marginalized communities and
exploring community-led, inclusive climate resilience strategies.
She has engaged policymakers, international forums, and
grassroots networks to strengthen gender-responsive climate
action, digital safety, and social protection mechanisms.
Namkeen is also the founder of a community-led initiative that
builds leadership, digital literacy, and civic engagement among
underserved groups in conservative regions of Pakistan. 

This talk explores how transgender and gender-diverse
individuals navigate STEM-related spaces and the importance of
inclusive ecosystems that value lived experience alongside
innovation. It highlights global perspectives from community-led
advocacy and the role of visibility in shaping equitable futures.

Namkeen Peshawri
she/her

Namkeen Peshawri is a human
rights advocate and programme
specialist from Pakistan with over
10 years of experience advancing 
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Talk: Transitioning at Work:
Navigating the Journey in
Industry

Aneurin Hooper
he/him

industry. After an interest in science throughout school and
engagement in widening participation schemes, Nye studied at
the University of York, graduating with an MChem in Chemistry
(with a Year in Industry) and a Registered Scientist qualification.

His placement year sparked his interest in both particle science
and industry, as well as his certainty in needing to be himself in
the workplace. Nye started openly transitioning whilst on
placement, finding himself navigating not only his career journey
but his gender journey too. Now, Nye is over 2 and half years past
his first footstep into industry and is passionate for those in the
steps before to know they have a place in industry too.

Aneurin will be talking about his journey as a trans man in STEM,
following through his time at university, beginning his placement,
transitioning in the workplace and finding his confidence as a
transgender scientist.

Aneurin (Nye) is a Welsh, chronically
ill, bi trans man working as a Particle
Scientist in the pharmaceutical 
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Workshop: Bringing ALL of You
into Your Talks

and how even small interventions can lead to meaningful change.
They bring extensive experience working across the academic
ecosystem, supporting universities, funders, and learned
societies to embed inclusive and reflective practices through
evaluation and strategic change. A passionate LGBTQ+ in STEM
advocate, they are widely recognised for their thought leadership
and lived experience in this space, having advised the Institute of
Physics, Royal Society of Chemistry and Royal Astronomical
Society on their LGBTQ+ programme (2015-2023).

Often in academic settings we need to hide aspects of ourselves,
this is compounded in STEM where sometimes the focus is on
the research rather than the researcher. As LGBTQ+ folks in
STEM, bringing elements of ourselves have the added layer
around feeling safe. With this talk I’ll explore how you slowly bring
ALL elements of you into STEM settings using Engagement and
Outreach as a stepping stone. We’ll explore contexts, levels of
comforts, and help you define where and how you can bring
more of you into your STEM contexts

Dr Dominic Galliano
he/him / they/them

Dom is a specialist in research
culture, engaged research, and
equity, diversity, and inclusion (EDI),
with a particular interest in how
systems and people interact -
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Workshop: Yass, and… STEM-
Improv!

community-building efforts within LGBTQ+ networks and for
science communication training. Katherine identifies as Asexual,
Aromantic, Agender and Genderfluid and focuses on raising
visibility and leading inclusion initiatives for the asexual,
aromantic, and agender communities both within and outside of
STEM. Their collaborations include various organisations such as
the Department of Science, Innovation and Technology, Imperial
College London’s IQ and I600 networks, the Proud Science
Alliance, Pride in STEM, oSTEM, QED and many more.
katherineholmespublic.wordpress.com
Linkedin: linkedin.com/in/dr-katherine-h-592380223

Welcome to an introductory improv workshop where we will play
games inspired by you and your STEM passions! Together, we will
build confidence and science communication skills while having
fun in a supportive, safe space.
No experience required! This session covers the basics of improv
and safety tools to get you started.

Dr Katherine Holmes

Katherine is a maths and science
communicator, trainer, founder of
the STEM-Improv Network and an
LGBTQIA+ rights activist. Katherine’s
facilitation specialises in techniques
from improv drama, both for 

they/them
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Workshop: Queer Nature:
Exploring LGBTQ+ Identities
Through the Natural World

opportunities with a focus on allowing them to grow and learn by
finding connections with and empathy for the natural world. They
are currently the Education Outreach Officer at the Royal Botanic
Garden Edinburgh where she inspires school age pupils across
Scotland about the wonders and importance of plants. This work
includes helping young people to explore the intersection of
stories, identity, language, and nature which has been inspired by
her own experiences exploring identity.

Eve will be sharing her work creating and running Queer Nature
workshops for LGBTQ+ support groups in high schools. Join them
to hear about how they encourage young people to see parallels
in plants to their own lived experiences as well as providing ways
for us all to find comfort in and express ourselves through the
natural world. This session will encourage you to take part in
hands-on activities and reflect on the intersections of nature and
LGBTQ+ identities.

EVE armstrong

Eve is an experienced educator who
enjoys engaging with young people
in out-of-the-classroom learning

she/they
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Dr Evan Wroe
he/they
Evan (he/they) is a
biophotoelectrochemist, folk musician
solarpunk writer. He spends his days
looking at cyanobacteria under the
microscope,  trying to understand how
and why they share electricity, and his
nights thinking about what else we could
learn from them about how to live
together well.

 Recently they’ve been wondering what queer science could be,
making zines and digging in seedlings at the local community
farm.

During this workshop we will get to making our own queer
science zines! What does queer science mean to  you? Expect
coloured card, felt tip pens, crayons, collaging materials and leave
with a gorgeous little zine to show for it. 

Workshop: A thousand queer science zines! 
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